Writing Mini-Lesson: 4~ Grade (Revision)

Intendion (Cld): Using deteils 4o bring out the heart of the story

Teaching Point (SHretegy): Writers make decisions about which detais to indude in their
clory by acking thomsolac "What ic this clory reafly shout?”, then looking gt the dotals and
acking, Toes thic maten what my clory ic really ghou?”

Connection: Boys and girls, | got a chance 4o read through your quick writes, and | was so
excled about some of the smart shings you were doing s witers! | noliced that you are
the kinds of writers that know a fhing or two about defails! Delsls describe the seifing,
gchons, or people in the siory. For example, Mig wrode about the old schoolhouse in
League City. and she gave reslly specific achions. like having ‘o curlsy when she came in.
Candare wmite bt gning down a hoge <bde 3t SchlHermhshn, and <he induded dialhgue
details 4o make me feel lie | was right there with her. That's 3 really powerul 48 we gve
‘o our readers - we give them dekils so that they feel e Hhey are right there in e
moment with uel Lometimas, though, foo many defale can male our slory confusing So
we have 4o male decisions about which dedgils belong in our shory.

Today, | wart fu teach you Hat witers rake decisions about which defais fo ichde in
their story by first asking themselves "What is this story reafly about?", then locking at the
details and asking, Does this maich what my story is reglly sbou'™ ¥ it matches, then
leave 4 n. If not, cross 4 outl

Teach: Let me chow you what | maan. | hawe #hic slory called Halbway Race Disacler ghout
g 4ime | was racing with my cisler in ey house. In the slory, | was running without shoes
on, end | did down the heall end right through e window! Here's how my first draf starls.
(Read from nofebook) | have a fon of detals, and | don't know if &l of them belong
there, su 'm going to hy this new shategy. Fist, 'm guing fo ask myself, What & this
stary really abou™ | #hink this s*ary is really about how my sister helped me when | got
hurt. | was really nice of her. But here, I've witten g whole page, and | haven't even
goten 4o the race yedd Right here, | have some details sbout how my house looks. (Resd
from notebook) Now I'm going o ask myself, Does #nis maich what my story is really
about? |don't think it doesl | like that part, but Im going fo be really brave and iake
out. Uid you see how | asked myself those two questions?” (Hepeaf quesfions) I'm going
$o add that 4o our charl




